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tion between them and their confederate brothers in adver-
sity. He managed to produce a good impression, but it was
as yet too dangerous a thing for any of the socii to break
openly with Eome. On the other hand, the Gallic allies of
Hannibal were getting restless, from having to sustain the
war on their territory instead of gathering plunder on the
enemy's. Hannibal was often put to severe straits to allay
this feeling, which is described as being at times so strong
that his assassination was planned. And it is related by Po-
lybius that Hannibal was obliged to resort to all manner of
subterfuges and personal disguises of costume to escape this
constantly threatening danger; especially so, as he was al-
ways active in personally reconnoitring the country, and in
judging what he ought to do with his own eyes.

Flaminius  had an army of four  legions; at the normal
strength with allies about thirty-six thousand men.     Servi-
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The Arnus Marshes.

lius had half the number. While the senate had not waked
up to the full danger of the situation, Eome had this year
over one hundred thousand men in the field. She neededn of victories which should incline
